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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE 
AUTHOR 


His name: Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq Ibn ‘Abdul-Muhsin 
al-“Abbad al-Badr. 


He is the son of the ‘Allamah and Muhaddith of Madinah 
Shaykh “Abdul-Muhsin al “Abbad al-Badr. 


Birth: He was born on the 22"4 day of Dhul-Qa’dah in 
the year 1382 AH in az-Zal’fi, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. He currently resides in Madinah. 


Current Occupation: He is a member of the teaching 
staff at the Islamic University of Madinah. 


Scholarly Certifications: Doctorate in ‘Agidah. 


The Shaykh has authored books, papers of research, as 
well as numerous explanations in different disciplines. 


Among them are: 


1. Figh of Supplications & adh-Kar. 


2. Hajj & Refinement of Souls. 
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3. Explanation of ‘Exemplary Principles’ by Shaykh Ibn 
‘Uthaymin (225). 


4. Explanation of the book, The Principles of Names & 
Attributes, authored by Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn al- 


Qayyim (Ai\ies ives 


9. Explanation of the book, Good Words, authored by 
Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn al-Qayyim (aiv:5 


6. Explanation of the book, al-'Aqidah at-Tahawiyyah. 


7. Explanation of the book, Fusil: Biography of the 
Messenger, by Ibn Kathir (2145). 


8. An explanation of the book, al-Adab-ul-Mufrad, 


authored by Imam Bukhari (2i\25 


He studied knowledge under a number of scholars; the 
most distinguishable of them are: | 


1. His father the ‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abdul-Muhsin al- 
Badr (4! alaa>). 
2. The ‘Allamah Shaykh Ibn Baz (4is\%25). 


3. The ‘Allamah Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Salih al- 
‘Uthaymin (445). 
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4. Shaykh ‘Ali Ibn Nasir al-Faqihi (4 42s>). 
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TRANSLITERATION TABLE 


Consonants 
: d ww 4d 7 k 
Yb > gh + t J | 
a t J r 4 Z r m 
oS th 3 z a od n 
c J wo S ‘a gh = h 
e h we sh am) f 3 W 
¢ kh ow sg 3 q e y 
Vowels 
Short - a ‘ i 2 u 
Long 8 a ST 1 re u 
Diphthongs pu aw = ay 
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Arabic Symbols & their meanings 


4| alad> May Allah preserve him 


May Allah be pleased with 


REINS, him (i.e. a male companion of 
the Prophet Muhammad) 
athe Glorified & Exalted is Allah 


(Allah) the Mighty & Sublime 
(Allah) the Blessed & Exalted 
% (Allah) the Sublime & Exalted 


May Allah send Blessings & 
Sates Safety upon him (i.e. a 
: Prophet or Messenger) 
May Allah send Blessings & 
Safety upon him and his fam- 
Acasa ily (ie. Du’a sent when 

: mentioning the Prophet 

Muhammad) 
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May Allah have mercy upon 
lees him 
May Allah be pleased with 
them (i.e. Du’a made for the 
PEEING Companions of the Prophet 
Muhammad) 
ets Allah) His Majesty is Exalted 
eke (Allah) jesty 
May Allah be pleased with 
eases her (i.e. a female companion 
of the Prophet Muhammad) 


10 | Page 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


INTRODUCTION 


Indeed, all praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him; 
we seek His assistance and forgiveness. We seek 
refuge with Allah from our evil selves and wicked 
actions. Whoever Allah guides none can misguide 
him; and whoever has been led astray no one will 


be able to guide him. 


I bear witness that none has the right to be 
worshiped, in truth, except Allah alone who has no 
partners; and I bear witness that Muhammad is 
His servant and final Messenger. May Allah send 
abundant Salah and blessings upon him, his 


family, and all of his Companions. 
To proceed: 


The topic of this discussion is entitled “Our 
Obligation Concerning the Noble Companions” 


(May Allah be pleased with them); which is an 
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enormous duty and a great demand (by Islam) that 
is befitting for us all to peak our interest and 


devote the utmost concern. 


The honored reader should also know that our 
obligation to the Companions is a part of our 
obligation to our religion; the religion of Islam 
which Allah has approved for His servants. No 
other religion besides it will be accepted from 


them as Allah says, 


“Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam.” 
[Surah ‘Ali Imran 3:19] 


Likewise, Allah says, 


ZI $e Ay 23 < r LEN bm seas ee 
a Se See ob Gea Dey! Se ES Ot} 
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than 
Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and 
in the Hereafter, he will be one of the 


losers.” [Sarah ‘Ali ‘Imran 3:85] 


And Allah says, 


“This day, I have perfected your religion for 
you, completed My Favor upon you, and 
have chosen for you Islam as your 


religion.” [Sirah al-Ma’idah 5:3] 


This true religion and straight path is the religion 
of Allah (j¢). Allah selected a trustworthy 


Messenger; one who is a sincere advisor and wise; 
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an honored Messenger who is Muhammad 
(Acsaceaife). 

He conveyed this religion in a complete manner, 
explained it fully, and established what His Lord 
(‘S55.45(3) ordered in the most perfect aspect and 


circumstance. As Allah ordered him, 


es “~ ~ 4 _ >” 4 ate Deo. 
45 cy Je) Js) \% as Apena| ols “f & 
3? = AN ANS, at sa Se 3 3G 
VW <a 4 Af 4) Bust - 
{ @ & Se) Al Be Y alo Ol & 


“O Messenger (Muhammad Acjcsii-)! 
Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent 
down to you from your Lord. And if you do 
not, then you have not conveyed His 
Message. Allah will protect you from 
humanity. Verily, Allah guides not the 
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people who disbelieve.” [Sarah al-Ma’idah 
5:67] 


Hence, he conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust 
(given to him), sincerely advised the Ummah, and 
strived in the path of Allah until death reached 
him. No good was left out except that he directed 
the Ummah to it; nor was any evil left out except 


that he warned against it. 
Allah (({3;4\2:4.) says, mentioning His favor and 
blessing upon His servants, 
eeAT q 4 oe ~97%uW < - - AT . a“ ACL 
Bae Wa 52 Vt Seal & EQ GA D>} 
eZ. ee ie, CO dca {9 “Ie - 
Wiles oly ASSI5 cost celts 255 eave 
& We 1 4 
One Hed Bu 


“He it is Who sent among the unlettered 


ones a Messenger (Muhammad 4c5.cciij\<) 


PPR EP PEEP TSS TORE ERTS TTS TEMPEST TTT TUTTE TTS TEST TELE Te See T EEO EEE OTT TTT SATE ENT TE TOP EL eee MTSE PET EAL Te LTTE TTT TT TALLY SATE EERE ETE EET EP ERENT LETT IY YE TTN TY OTT SOE ET rer enT EET OEET VELL TPT OPTP REL E ELT RE ESOT 
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from among themselves, reciting to them 
His Verses, purifying them (from the filth of 
disbelief and polytheism), and teaching 
them the Book (this Qur’an, Islamic laws 
and Islamic jurisprudence) and Al- 
Hikmah (As-Sunnah: legal ways, orders, acts 
of worship, etc. of Prophet 
Muhammad 45.:¢aij\~). And verily, they had 
been before in manifest error.” [Sirah al- 


Jumuah 62:2] 


Our Messenger (Acjié4i{~) conveyed Allah’s 
religion in a complete and perfect fashion. He 
sincerely advised the Ummah, clarified for them 
the straight way, and made the correct path 
distinct. 


Likewise, Allah (Sé&\¢) selected for this noble 
Messenger just supporters and faithful leaders 


who aided him & the religion of Allah (545). 
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They (#<dil) were the best Companions for the 
best of whoever walked the face of the earth. They 
were dutiful Companions, honorable brethren, 


and strong supporters who aided Allah's religion. 


They were the best of supporters to spread and aid 
this religion. How delightful that they have been 
bestowed such an exalted and magnificent status! 
And how illustrious are the effort(s) they 
undertook to aid the religion of Allah (35456)! 


4 oy 


Allah (jg) selected these Companions for His 
Prophet (Acsaietij~) based on His _ infinite 
knowledge and wisdom. He selected the best and 
most just. By the testament of the Lord of all that 
exists and that of the Noble Messenger (Acjicail), 
the Companions were the best of humanity after 


the Prophets, just as Allah (35;4\522.) says, 
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“You [true believers in Islamic 
Monotheism, and real followers of Prophet 
Muhammad and_his Sunnah (legal ways, 
etc.)| are the best of peoples ever raised up 


for mankind.” [Sirah 'Ali ‘Imran 3:110] 


The first to fall under this (statement) are the 
Companions of the Prophet (Acsscaij). They are 


firstly mentioned in this praise. 


A Hadith mentioned in the two Sahih from the 
Prophet (Acsseaii~) said, 


Sed 2 mes Sa id I Hs 
we rare 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


“The best of humanity is my generation, 
then those who follow them, then those who 


follow them.”! 


This statement holds within it an act of beneficence 
to the Companions which the Lord of all that exists 
and His Noble Messenger  (Adsaccdijc) 
acknowledge. They were outstanding, just, 


trusted, established leaders, and guides to the 


Gee 


truth (sii). 


Based upon this, it becomes incumbent upon us to 
bear in mind that ahadith from the Companions 
(#e2i\s5), as well as what we are obliged concerning 
them, are a part of the religion, the Islamic Creed, 
and the ‘Iman in which we worship Allah (A4;(5) 


with. 


‘Collected by al-Bukhari (2652) and Muslim (2533) from the 
Hadith of Ibn Masood (2<aiiy). 
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So if you were to read the books of ‘Aqidah 


authored by the Imams of the Salaf old and new, 
you will not find a single book that is devoid of 


clarifying the ‘Agidah concerning © the 


Companions. 


Tt eo es 
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WHY IS THE OBLIGATION 
CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 
A PART OF OUR OBLIGATION 
CONCERNING OUR RELIGION? 


So the question that one should pose to himself is: 


“Why is the obligation concerning the 
Companions a part of our obligation concerning 


our religion?” 


I say, the Companions (#<ai\5) are carriers of this 
religion and those who conveyed it to the 
‘Ummah. Allah ((t;4\2:2.) conferred honor and 
dignity to them by allowing them to hear this 
religion from the Messenger of Allah (dcsacezii-); 
and likewise, Allah conferred honor to them by 
allowing them to see him (A<sace4ijk~) and to hear 
the ahadith from him without intermediaries. 


So io SS SS ec no Sie tte tie te ee oe ee i ine 


21 | Page 


SHAYKH ‘ABDUR RAZZAQ BIN ‘ABDUL-MUHSIN AL- 
BADR 


They saw him, listened to him, memorized, 
understood him and conveyed it to the Ummah of 


Islam. 


Is there present a single narration of the Prophet 
(Acsacleai{k~)—whether in speech or action—that 


reached us from other than the Companions?! 


If you were to open (read) the books of Hadith like 
Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, as-Sunan, 
Masanid, or the books of Jami‘, you would find the 
chain of narrators starting from the author, in 


which he states, 


“Such-and-such person narrated to us, from 
_ such-and-such person until it reaches the 
Companion; then the Companion narrates 


(directly) from the Prophet (A<5.Gaijz).”_ 


So all ahadith which have been graded authentic 
and affirmed from the Messenger of Allah 
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(Acsacleti\~) their chain of narrators to the Prophet 


(4<5a:5c25j~) has a noble Companion in it. 
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THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
COMPANIONS 


4 et so a 


The Companions (#%«éi5), all of them are just. 
Allah ($6) and His Prophet (Acssé2ii) called 
them just and validated their trustworthiness in 
His Book. And based upon this, the way of the 
Imams of the Salaf and the scholars of the Sunnah 
in ahadith which were transmitted from the 
Prophet (4<54ij~) proceeded by researching the 
integrity of narrators and their status, whether 
they were trustworthy or weak. They would 
research the circumstance of every narrator in the 
Isnad (i.e., a chain of narrators in a Hadith) - is he 
trustworthy or not; is he just or not - up until the 
Isnad reaches a Companion; because the 


Companions (#<di5) are just and trustworthy. 
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Based upon this, when you read the books of ‘Tlal 
and books on the science of men, those books 
begin at the time of the second generation of 
Muslims and then after them. You find in every 
one of them there is speech about their 


circumstance. 


They would say, “such-and-such is trustworthy, 
such-and-such is firm, such-and-such is a Hafiz, 
such-and-such is weak, and such-and-such is like 
this, except the Companions. Not a single scholar 
spoke about them—are they (i.e., Companions) 


just or not; are they trustworthy or not. 


The reason for that is that the integrity of all of 
them has been vouched for by the Lord of all that 
exists (SéJ¢), as well as by His Messenger 
(Acsace4i{). This is noted in numerous verses in the 
Qur'an and in many ahadith of the Noble 


Messenger (Acsaccaific). 
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THE COMPANIONS ARE THE 
CONVEYERS OF THIS RELIGION 


The Companions (<i) are the conveyers of this 
religion. They heard it from the Messenger of 
Allah (d<sa‘fe2ij-) They memorized and preserved 
it just as they heard it and then they conveyed it to 
the Ummah with all surety and trustworthiness. 
Every one of them said, “This is what we heard 
from the Messenger of Allah (45.2) and we 


will convey it to you completely as we heard it.” 


These Companions earned an abundant and full 
reward from the Prophet's  (Acsacexije) 


supplication when he said, 


a YL Sa ae ee ea - a - fey tay - Aha 
cao 4hasis Lesa Lie Ae I AN] os 
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“May Allah cause the person to shine 
whoever hears from me a_ Hadith, 


memorizes it and then conveys it.” 


So do you know of anyone from this Ummah 
who, with regards to this tremendous 
supplication, will reach a level of success that is 


equal to the Companions (sai)? 


They preserved the religion with the ahadith of the 
Noble Messenger (Asati). Then they conveyed 
it to the Ummah in its pure and complete form 
with all trustworthiness; with acute precision and 
care. So in this fashion, was the case of the 


So 
a= Pwe 


Companions (#%22i\5). 


They were eager to sit in the company of the 


Prophet (Acsaiexi-) and compete in attending and 


Collected by Abi Dawud (3662), at-Tirmidhi (2656), and Ibn 
Majah (230) from the Hadith Zayd ibn Thabit who reported it from 
a group of the Companions with similar wording. Shaykh al- 
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listening to the ahadith, memorizing them, 
retaining them within their hearts, and delivering 


them to the ‘Ummah of Islam. 
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AHADITH FROM THE 
COMPANIONS (#245) ARE 
AHADITH FROM THE RELIGION 


Since the Companions (#2) are on this 
outstanding and dignified level, then aren't the 
ahadith from them a portion of the ahadith of the 
religion? Since they are carriers and transmitters 
(of the religion) to the Ummah, every Hadith from 
them is a Hadith about this religion. 
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LODGING CRITICISM AGAINST 
THE COMPANIONS IS DOING SO 
AGAINST THE RELIGION 


Equally so, lodging criticism against them (Adis 
is doing so against the religion itself, just as the 


scholars of Islam have stated, 


“Lodging criticism against a narrator is — 


doing so against what is being narrated.” 


If the ones relaying to us the religion are the 
Companions (ii) and they are being defamed; 
their integrity is being talked about, as well as their 
trustworthiness, then what is the case concerning 
the religion if the one being defamed concerning 
the religion is the same (one) who is transmitting 
to us the religion? — Then the religion itself is 
defamed. 
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Based upon this, the Imam, al-Hafiz Abt Zurah ar- 


Razi (i425) stated, 


“If you see a man disparaging one of the 
Companions of the Prophet (Acca) 
understand that this person is a heretic and 
the Messenger (4<5.:¢2iji~) before us is the 
truth; the Qur’an is true; and_ the 
Companions of the Messenger (A<acxij\~) 
are the only (ones) who conveyed to us the 
Our’an and Sunnah; and these individuals 
wish to discredit our testimony in order to 
invalidate the Qur’an and Sunnah. So 
criticizing them is more suitable because 


they are heretics.”> 


3 Al-Kifayah fi ‘Ilm ar-Riwayah, authored by al-Khateeb al- 
Baghdadi (page 49). 
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If the Companions (#45) were untrustworthy 
and unjust, where would the religion in which we 


worship Allah with be? 


A group of people plunge into misguidance and 
start reviling all of the Companions except for a 


small group of which can be counted on the hands. 


It is said to them, “If this matter has this condition, 
then where is the religion?! How will Allah’s 
religion be learned and understood?! How will 
Allah be worshiped?! How will Allah be prayed 
and prostrated to?! How will the religious 
obligations be performed?! How will Hajj be 
performed at House (i.e., the Ka’bah)?! How will 
obedience to Him be performed?! How will the 
prohibitions be abstained from when _ the 
Companions of the Prophet (A2,naiuc) are 
disparaged in what they transmitted and carried 


(of the religion).” 
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Based upon this, we need to understand that 
disparaging the ones who transmitted the religion, 
who are the Companions, is disparaging the 
religion itself. We need to understand fully (as 
well) that our obligation towards the Companions 
is a part of our obligation towards our religion, 
because they are the ones who transmitted it. So 
When they are disparaged the religion is 
disparaged too. 
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THE COMPANIONS’ INTEGRITY 


How are they disparaged while the Lord of all that 
exists described them as being veracious in many 
verses of His Clear Book? Rather, Allah (Sec) 
informed us that He is pleased with them and they 


are pleased with Him. 


Allah (S5;4\422.) says, 


“And the first to embrace Islam _ of 
the Muhajirin (those who migrated from 
Makkah to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar (the 
citizens of Al-Madinah who helped and 
gave aid to the Muhdajiriun) and also those 


who followed them exactly (in Faith). Allah 
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is well-pleased with them as they are well- 


pleased with Him.” [Sarah at-Tawbah 9:100| 


Allah (Si) informed us that He is pleased with 
them; so is Allah pleased with someone who is not 
trustworthy in what they transmit?! Is Allah (Sé\-) 
pleased with someone who betrayed the delivery 
of what the Noble Messenger said (AUZI,aice)?! 


This is absurd! Never! 


Allah is pleased with them because they are 
trustworthy and just, because they are leaders in 
excellence and because they conveyed Allah’s 
religion in the most complete and excellent 


manner. As He states, 


4 3 oe \ S-- sais gar 


ASS \yrey9 gic ail —o25 } 


“Allah is well-pleased with them as they are 
well-pleased with Him.” 
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Allah (:3;4\&4) says in another verse, 


os “\. 3S \-9 7? ot “ 9 er oat : 
CF Bale 3) Cail ur al 92) Ja eB 


“Indeed, Allah was pleased with the 
believers when they gave 
their Bai'a (pledge) to you (O 
Muhammad 4cc2ij-) under the tree.” 
[Surah al-Fath 48:18] 


Their number exceeded more than a thousand and 
Allah is pleased with all of them. He (Acjaieii-) 
said about the people who fought in Badr, 


gal be 1b 55,55 oh EI GU 5 


° 5 + 


RO eee a ere ve, Men eG hy Bie ee 
pS yee Lat tS LG el: LS 
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“And what do you know, perhaps Allah 
might look with pity on those who were 
present at Badr? And said, “Do what you 


wish, I have forgiven you.”4 


This statement is a commendation, one after 
another, and a praise, one after another, which is a 
tremendous laudation recurrent throughout the 
Noble Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet 
(Acsacletif\>). The verses and narrations concerning 
the laudation of the Companions (#aiiy) cannot 


even be enumerated. 


Ds oOo” rd 


Laudation of the Companions (#4), not only is 
mentioned in the Qur’an; rather, laudation of them 
came before their existence on the earth. Their 
praise was mentioned in the Old and New 


Testaments (i.e., Torah & Injil) before their creation 


4Collected by al-Bukhari (3007) and Muslim (2494) from the 
Hadith of alr (22iiss)). 
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and existence. Within the last verse of Surah al- 


Fath, Allah says about the Companions (icdils5), 


“Muhammad (4<542ij~) is the Messenger of 
Allah, and those who are with him are 
severe against disbelievers, and merciful 
among themselves. You see them bowing 
and falling prostrate (in prayer), seeking 
Bounty from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. 
The mark of them (i.e. of their Faith) is on 
their faces (foreheads) from the traces of 
(their) prostration (during prayers).” [Sarah 
al-Fath 48:29] 


38 | Page 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


So the Lord (jig) praises the Companions; hence 
where is this example and in which book is it 


found? Allah (:i,4\2:2.) says, 
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“This is their description in the Taurat 
(Torah). But their description in the Injil 
(Gospel) is like a (sown) seed which sends 
forth its shoot, then makes it strong, it then 
becomes thick, and it stands straight on its 
stem, delighting the sowers that He may 
enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah 


has promised those among them who 
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believe (i.e. all those who follow Islamic 
Monotheism, the religion of Prophet 
Muhammad 4<;.ciij(e till the Day of 
Resurrection) and do righteous good deeds, 
forgiveness and a mighty reward (i.e. 


Paradise).” [Sirah al-Fath 48:29] 


This sweet-smelling praise of these honored 
Companions (#4di5) is mentioned in the Torah 


and Injil. 


This noble verse will clarify to you, my Muslim 
brother, that the All-Mighty Lord (i.e., Allah) has 
praised the Companions, attested to their 
truthfulness and integrity in the Torah, the Injil, 


and the Qur’an. 


It is a great and magnificent praise, and a lofty 
pronouncement of the credibility of these excellent 


individuals and just leaders. 
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Allah has praised them even before their existence; 
and commended them before they were created 
when He revealed the Torah to Musa (AA aia) 
and also when He revealed His Book, the Injil, to 
Isa (AA); then He praised them while they 
were on the face of the Earth in the Noble Qur’an 


which was revealed to Muhammad (Ajacctiie). 


We read (also) another praise of the Companions 
(#edi\5) from the Lord of all that exists in Surah al- 


Hashr where Allah (Sé)¢) says, 
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“(And there is also a share in this booty) for 


the poor emigrants, who were expelled from 
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their homes and their property, seeking 
Bounties from Allah and to please Him. 
And helping Allah (i. helping His 
religion) and His Messenger 
(Muhammad Acsackctitlo). Such are indeed 
truthful (to what they say).” [Sirah al-Hashr 
59:8] 


So Allah (5,4\2:2) describes them in His 
statement as being “Such are indeed the truthful” 


then He says about al-Ansar, 
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“And those who, before them, had homes 
(in Al-Madinah) and had adopted the Faith, 
love those who emigrate to them” [Sirah al- 


Hashr 59:9] 
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Meaning that they loved those who migrated to 


Madinah. Then Allah continues, 
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“and have no jealousy in their breasts for 
that which they have been given (from the 
booty of Bani An-Nadir), and give them 
(emigrants) preference over themselves, 
even though they were in need of that. And 
whosoever is saved from his own 
covetousness; such are they who will be 


successful.” [Sirah al-Hashr 59:9| 
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This statement is a praise to those who migrated to 
Madinah as well as al-Ansar, and itis no secret that 


the Companions are of two categories. 


8.a.i.1. Those who migrated from 


Makkah. 
8.a.1.2. And al-Ansar. 


The Muhajirtin are the people of Makkah who left 
their wealth and homes and migrated while 


seeking Allah’s face as stated, 
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“Seeking Bounties from Allah and to please 
Him. And helping Allah (i.e. helping His 
religion) and His Messenger 
(Muhammad A<sc2ij.).” [Sarah al-Hashr 
59:8] 


44 | Page 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


So, they left everything behind and went to 
Madinah to aid Allah and His Messenger. Allah 
says about them, “Such are indeed the truthful” 
meaning that they were truthful in their ‘Iman, 
companionship (of the Prophet), and_ their 
obedience and adherence to the religion of Allah 


Allah (5;4\532.) says, 
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“Among the believers are men who have 
been true to their covenant with Allah [i.e. 
they have gone out for Jihad (holy fighting), 
and showed not their backs to the 


disbelievers], of them some have fulfilled 
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their obligations (i.e. have been martyred), 
and some of them are still waiting, but they 
have never changed [i.e. they never proved 
treacherous to their covenant which they 
concluded with Allah] in the least.” [Sirah 
al-Ahzab 33:23] 


These were the Companions (#5) whom the 
Lord (Sé¢) gave this blessed and sweet-smelling 


praise to. 


Just as Allah (3;4\2:2.) praised the Muhajiran, He 
did so to al-Ansar. He says, “And those who, 
before them, had homes” what is intended here is 
Madinah. The Ansar had provided 
accommodations (i.e. the city of Madinah) before 
the Muhajirtn arrived. However, what exactly did 
al-Ansar do for the Muhajirin upon their arrival? 
They gave up half of what they owned. The Ansari 
gave half of his house and wealth to the Muhdajir. 
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This act of selflessness is what Allah praises in this 


verse, 
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“And give them (emigrants) preference over 
themselves, even though they were in need 


of that.” 


The Ansar and al-Muhajirin came together to aid 
and support the religion of Allah (05;4;(3). So all of 
them are essentially those who aided and 
_ supported Allah's religion, “but they have never | 


changed in the least.”° 


‘Surah al-Ahzab 33:23 
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THE CORRECT STANCE THE 
MUSLIM SHOULD HAVE 
REGARDING THE COMPANIONS 


As previously outlined, this is their affair. So what 
is the affair of those who came after them— 
meaning the believers who followed them in 


excellence? 


It is a must that we pay close attention here 
because of Allah's (jg) clarifying the 
methodology which is befitting for the believer to 
be upon with regards to the al-Muhajirtn and al- 


Ansar. 


Allah says, 
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“And those who came after them.” [Sirah 


al-Hashr 59:10] 


Meaning, after al-Muhajirun and al-Ans ar. He 


continues, 
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“Say: “Our Lord! Forgive us and our 
brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and 
put not in our hearts any hatred against 
those who have believed. Our Lord! You are 
indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.” 
[Surah al-Hashr 59:10] 


This verse illustrates the methodology which is 


incumbent for every believer to be upon 
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concerning the Companions (#<dii%). This 


obligation summarizes two affairs: 


« The first affair is to be good-hearted 


towards the Companions (#45); that our 
hearts are at peace regarding them, not a 
single bit of rancor, malice, spite, hatred, or 
enmity towards them. In their hearts, there 
should only be found love, beneficence, 
kindness, and friendship towards the 
Companions. We adopt this from Allah's 


statement, 
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“And put not in our hearts any hatred 


against those who have believed.” 
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Meaning, we should condition our hearts to 
be good-hearted to those who have 
proceeded us in Iman (i.e., faith). They are 
not only our brethren, rather they are the 
most excellent of our brethren (#diis). So, 


based upon this Allah says, 
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“And those who came after them say: “Our 
Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who 


have preceded us in Faith.” 


So they are our brothers. In addition to that, 
they are highly distinguished and honored 


oe 
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as Allah mentions, “Our brethren who have 


preceded us in Faith.” 


And in another verse Allah says, 


(2S ane & oN 54.16) 


“And the first to embrace Islam of 
the Muhajiriin (those who migrated from 
Makkah to Al-Madinah) and 
the Ansar (the citizens of Al-Madinah who 
helped and gave aid to the Muhdajiriin).” 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:100] 


Allah (%&j¢) mentions this statement to 


confer special honors upon them. 
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At present, we are in the fourteenth century 
and between them and us are several 
centuries; they were in the company of the 
Prophet (4<sac2ij~) when he was sent as a 
Prophet and Messenger and they aided, 
helped, and supported him —and they were 
with him side by side, so where are we in 


comparison to them!? 


They preceded us in faith. They preceded us 
in aiding the religion. They preceded us in 
being dignified by Allah ( sj4le2.) with 
being in the company of the Noble Prophet 
(Acsacctii), and based on that, you are 
ordered to make Du’a for the Companions 
and are reminded of their precedence. This 
statement is a tremendous glance found in 


the verse when Allah says, 
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“They say: “Our Lord! Forgive us and our 


brethren who have preceded us in Faith.” 


They have rights over you regarding this 
great precedence. So, in order to know their 
worth, you must call to mind the precedence 
which Allah ($&\¢) praises and commends 


them with, “who have preceded us in Faith.” 


What is to be understood is that the first 
matter is to be good-hearted towards the 
Companions, and we adopt this from 


Allah’s statement, “and put not in our 
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hearts any hatred against those who have 


believed.” 


The 2nd affair is to have a blameless tongue, 
meaning there are to be no insults, obscene 
language, execration or defamation towards 
them. Instead, there should only be 
supplications made for them. We take this 


position from Allah’s (3554\224.) statement, 


“They say: “Our Lord! Forgive us and 
our brethren who have preceded us in 


Faith.” 


Did they (i.e., the believers who came after 
them) insult the Companions! Did they 
revile them?! Did they lodge criticism at 
them?! Did they defame their good repute?! 
ON ever! This isn’t from the believers’ nature; 
rather their character was just as Allah says, 
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A 6 


4 © 45 Sd at liek all Se 
“And those who came after them say: “Our 
Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who 
have preceded us in Faith, and put not in 
our hearts any hatred against those who 
have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed 


full of kindness, Most Merciful.” [Surah 
al-Hashr 59:10] 


Based upon this the methodology of the 


people of ‘Iman towards the Companions 


3 eF oS 
> 


(#edil}) is summarized into two points: 
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1. Good-heartedness 
2. Blameless tongue 


Indeed, this is a clean heart and a pure tongue 


towards the Noble Companions (#éi\35). 
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THE VIRTUE OF THE COMPANIONS 
AND INVIOLABILITY OF 
INSULTING THEM 


It is mentioned in two Sahih (Bukhari and Muslim) 
a hadith from the Prophet (A<.:i{~) in which he 
warns the Ummah against insulting the 
Companions and at the same time he clarifies their 


status. He (AZ Naicc) said, 
fe : 
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“Do not revile my Companions, by Him in 
Whose Hand is my life, if one amongst you 


would have spent as much gold as 'Uhud it 
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would not amount to as much as one mudd 


on behalf of one of them or half of it.” 


Ame so 
> 


If one of the Companions (#2) were to give a 
mudd of food in charity to a poor person and you 
were to give gold the size of Mount ‘Uhud — which 
none of us is able to do so— in charity; or perhaps 
if one was able to bring forth gold the size of 
Mount “Uhud then surely he would be tried by it, 
become devoted to it, and become stingy with it 
(i.e. the wealth). Let’s assume that one of us has 
gold the size of Mount ‘Uhud and gives it in 
charity it wouldn't even reach a mudd of one of 
the Companions. So pay close attention and 
understand the value and status of the 


Bee ety ye 


Companions (<i; 


‘Collected by al-Bukhari (3673) from the hadith of Abu Said al- 
Khudri (£2aii); and Muslim (2540) from the hadith of Abu 
Hurayrah (di). 
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“Don’t revile my Companions.” This is the 
statement from the Prophet's — speech 
(Aeiaile)—not the speech of any person or 
scholar; rather it is the speech of the Messenger 
(Acsaleif) advising the ‘Ummah and warning 
them against disparaging any one of the 
—e or degrading anyone of them 


(Fed); and he stresses the importance of 


i their value and status. 


The ahadith of the Prophet (Acsackaiji-) on this 
matter are numerous. Within these ahadith, he 
clarifies to the Ummah the affair of the 
Companions, their status and value, as well as 
their outstanding qualities. When some of the 
scholars want to single out the outstanding 
qualities of the Companions in one book, they 
aren't able to gather it into just one volume; rather 
they will need volumes and volumes due to the 


copious © affirmed — —ahadith — Of _the Prophet 
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(Acsacetil\~) pertaining to praising the Companions 


individually as well as collectively. 


Look at how exalted is their worth and how 
momentous is their status; and how sublime is 
their rank; and how great is the Muslims’ 


obligation concerning them (#<ai\y). 


Allah (305422) orders the people of ‘Iman to 
make Du’a for the Companions and seek 
forgiveness for them and they have done so. 
However, some people do the opposite of what 
they were commanded and turn it upside down. 
They do the exact opposite of what the Qur’an and 
the Sunnah of the Prophet (Acjakaij.) requires 
them. 


So they exchange seeking forgiveness with insults. 


They exchange praise with lodging criticism. And 
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based upon this, it is mentioned in Sahih Muslim’ 
that ‘Aishah (2éi5) said to ‘Urwa bin az-Zubayr, 
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“O my dear nephew! They were ordered to 
seek forgiveness for the Companions of the 
Prophet (Assi), and instead, they 


insulted them.” 


Yet within this matter divine wisdom belongs to 
Allah (‘5;%&2.). ‘Aishah (di) says as Ibn al- 
'Athir mentioned in his book Jami al-Usul® on the 


authority of Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (25) said, 


7Collected by Muslim (#3022) 

8(#6366) although he doesn’t cite the takhrij; Ibn Asaakir collected 
it in his Musnad in the book Tarikh Damashag (44/387); and al- 
Khatib al-Baghdadi collected it in his book Tarikh Baghdad (5/147). 
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“It was said to ‘Aishah, ‘Indeed the people 
disparaged the Companions of the Prophet 
(Acs), even Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.’ 
‘Aishah said, ‘What are you surprised 
about? Their good deeds have been severed 
from them; Allah likes their (Companions) 


ver 


reward not to be cut off. 


How is this!? We know with clear knowledge from 
the Sunnah that whoever unjustly lodges criticism 
at others or (someone else) he will have his good 


deeds taken; meaning the good deeds of the critic, 
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and they will be given to the one being unjustly 
criticized as is (mentioned) in the hadith of the 
bankrupt person. So you can understand what will 
occur on the Day of Resurrection to the one who 
lodges criticism at the Companions. The Prophet 


(Acsakctii~) said to the Companions one day, 
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“The poor of my ‘Ummah would be he who 


would come on the Day of Resurrection 
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with prayers and fasts and Zakah but (he 
would find himself bankrupt on that day as 
he would have exhausted his funds of 
virtues) since he hurled abuses upon others, 
brought calumny against others and 
unlawfully consumed the wealth of others 
and shed the blood of others and beat 
others, and his virtues would be credited to 
the account of one (who suffered at his 
hand). And if his good deeds fall short to 
clear the account, then his sins would be 
entered in (his account) and he would be 


thrown in the Hell-Fire.”9 


We ask Allah for well-being and safety. As this 
(what was mentioned in the hadith) pertains to the 
one who insults the Companions of the Noble 


Prophet (Acsieaij-), surely that is the greatest 


°Collected by Muslim (2581) from the hadith of Aba Hurayrah 
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calamity and more severe disaster! When this 
person who insulted the Companions comes on 
the day of Resurrection, his good deeds will be 
taken and given to the Noble Companions, and if 
his good deeds came to an end then the bad deeds 
of the one who was disparaged are taken and are 
flung at the disparager. Then he will be thrown 
into the Hellfire. How terrible of a calamity for 


whoever disparages the Companions! 


And how severe is his trial/affliction and how 
heinous is his disaster when he comes on the day 


of Resurrection bankrupt?! Aba Bakr (adi) will 


o 


take from him good deeds. ‘Umar (<éiix) will take 


from his good deeds. The wives of the Prophet 
(Acsaclexif) will take from his good deeds, and in 
the same fashion, so will the rest of the Noble 


Companions (#2225). 
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What is amazing is that the Mother of the 
Believers, ‘Aishah (¢éii5) was not free from their 
criticism despite Allah absolving her in the Qur’an 
from what the people of lies and falsehood 
accused her of; Allah sent down this absolution in 
verses of Surah an-Ntr which are recited 
concerning waging war against the Muslims until 
the Day of Resurrection. Still, there are individuals 
who lodge criticism against her. So what will 
‘Aishah have on the Day of Resurrection? It will be 
an enormous share of good deeds. Afterwards, 
these people who criticized her will come on the 
Day of Resurrection bankrupt because they 
dedicated themselves to being constant criticizers 
and execrations against the Companions of the 
Prophet (A<jaéai{). Some people criticize and 
execrate the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah (Acsaceaij) day and night — and Allah’s 


refuge is sought. So how will their circumstance be 
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on the Day of Resurrection when they meet Allah 


(Ses Je)?! 


Some of them even say, “O Allah curse the two idols 
of Quraysh, their two false gods, their two daughters 
(i.e. Abu Bakr & ‘Umar).” They say this in spite of 
the fact that the Prophet (Acai) said 
concerning the affair of the believer in general: 


° a“ 
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“A true believer is not involved in taunting, 
or frequently cursing (others) or in 


indecency or abusing.”1° 


Collected by Ahmad (3949); and al-Bukhari in the book ‘ Adab- 
Mufrad (312); and at-Tirmidhi (1977); and al-Hakim (1/12) from 
the Hadith of ibn Mas'td (adi). At-Tirmidhi graded the Hadith 
as Hasan Gharib and al-Hakim said that is Sahih upon the 
conditions of al-Bukhari and Muslim; and adh-Dhahabi agreed 
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Rather, when the Prophet (Acjaci{\~) was asked, 
“O Messenger of Allah! Supplicate against the 
Polytheists. He said, “Indeed, I was not sent for 


execration.” 


Afterward, a group of people who were forsaken 
selected the best of the Ummah and most 
excellent to curse, and we seek refuge with Allah 


from this abandonment. 


and Shaykh al-Albani graded it to be Sahih in his book as-Sahihah 
(312). 
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THE VARIOUS DEGREES OF 
VIRTUES AMONGST THE 
COMPANIONS 


An authentic narration is mentioned from the 
Prophet (A<5.c4i{~) and reported by a number of 
Companions; among them Ali ibn Abu Talib 


(42225), in which he said, 
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Allah said: 'Abu Bakr and 'Umar are the 
leaders of the mature people of Paradise, the 
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first and the last, except for the Prophets and 


the Messengers.”11 


So based upon this, the most superior of humanity 
to enter paradise after the Prophets and 
Messengers are Aba Bakr and ‘Umar (2dii5) who 


are the best of humanity after the Prophets. 


A narration mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari on the 


authority of Ibn ‘Umar (®t) in which he said, 
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“Collected by Ahmad (602) and at-Tirmidhi (3666), and Ibn Majah 
(95) which was reported by a group of the Companions and 
Shaykh al-Albani graded it to be Sahih by various chains in his 
book Sahih (824). 
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“We used to compare the people as to who 
was better during the lifetime of Allah's 
Messenger (A<sicii\i2). We used to regard 
Abu Bakr as the best, then “Umar, and then 


‘Uthman .”12 


It is mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari on the 
authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah that he 


said, “I said, 'Ali ibn Aba Talib (25), which 


ry 


people are the best after the Messenger of Allah 
(Acsackcci{ie)?' He said, 'Aba Bakr’, I then said, 


"Then who?' He said, “Then ‘Umar'; and I was 


12Collected by ibn Aba A'sim (993) in his book as-Sunnah; collected 
by Abu Ya’‘la (5604) in his book al-Musnad; collected by at-Tabari 
(1764) in his book Musnad ash-Shamiyah; Shaykh al-Albani 
graded it to be Sahih in his book Zalal al-Jannah (1193). 
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afraid that he was going to say ‘Uthman. So I 
said, “Then you!’ He said, 'I am only one of the 


Muslims.” This was Ali (edi). 


It is reported by ‘Ali (&eéi{g5) as what comes in the 
Book as-Sunnah by Ibn Abu A’sim that he said, 
“Anyone who would come to me preferring me 
over Abu Bakr would be flogged as a slanderer.” 
This was the speech of the leader of the Believers, 


the rightly-guided successor, at ibn Talib (edit). 


Based upon this, it is imperative that we 
understand and learn from our obligation 
concerning the Companions and that we are 
cognizant of the degrees of virtue that are present 
among them as well as the order and rank of their 
virtue between them so we can give each one of 
them their proper due. Didn’t Allah say in the 


Qur'an, 
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“Not equal among you are those who spent 
and fought before the conquering (of 
Makkah) (with those among you who did so 
later). Such are higher in degree than those 
who spent and fought afterward. But to all, 
Allah has promised the best (reward). And 
Allah is All-Aware of what you do.” [Sirah 
al-Hadid 57:10] 


The word “al-Husna” refers to paradise and the 
word “al-Fath” refers to the conquest of Makkah. 


It has also been said that is intended to mean the 
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treatise of al-Hudaybiyyah. So those whose gave a 
pledge to the Prophet (A<saccai{~) under the tree on 
the day of the treatise of al-Hudaybiyyah are not 
equal in ‘Iman, status, affair, and degree in 
comparison with the Companions who accepted 
Islam after (al-Hudaybiyyah) and fought. There is 
a significant difference between the two; although 
all of them are Companions, people of ‘Iman, and 


are in paradise. 


The Companions have degrees of virtue amongst 


them: 


The most virtuous of the Companions are those 
who made the pledge under the tree, and the most 
virtuous amongst of them are those who 
witnessed the battle of Badr, and the most virtuous 
amongst them all are the ten who have been given 
the glad tidings of Paradise. These ten from among 


the Companions of the Prophet (Acsaiésiji~) who 


+2 ; 
76| Page 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


attested to that in one sitting that they will enter 
Paradise. By specifying that they will be in 
Paradise for eternity (which was mentioned in one 
sitting), He increased them in dignity and honor. 
It is mentioned in the Hadith that at-Tirmidhi, 
Imam Ahmad and others have collected on the 
authority of ‘Abdur Rahman bin Awf (adi) that 


he said, 
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“He said, “that I heard the Messenger of 
Allah (Jassie) said: “Aba Bakr is in 
Paradise, 'Umar is in Paradise, 'Uthman is in 
Paradise, 'Ali is in Paradise, Talhah is in 
Paradise, Az-Zubair is in Paradise, 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin 'Awf is in Paradise, Sa'd bin 
Abi Waqgqas is in Paradise, Sa'id is in 
Paradise, and Abu 'Ubaidah bin AlI-Jarrah is 


in Paradise.”13 


In one sitting, it was attested to by the Prophet 


(Aawaiade) that these ten individuals will be in 


18Collected by Ahmad (#1675); at-Tirmidhi (#3747); an-Nasa’i in 
the book al-Kubra (#8194) from the Hadith of ‘Abdur Rahman bin 
‘Awf (&zdiie5); and Shaykh al-Albani declared it to be Sahih in his 
book Sahih al-Jami‘(#50). 
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Paradise. They were on earth knowing that they 
will be in Paradise. He (A2\;aicke) the one who is 
truthful and trustworthy attested to that. How 
tremendous and honorable is this testimony 
(because) they, the Companions, were on earth 
knowing that on the Day of Resurrection they will 


be amongst the people of Paradise. 


The most virtuous of these ten are the four Khulafa 
(i.e. successors), and the most virtuous of them are 
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar; and the most virtuous of all 


the Companions without restriction is Abu Bakr 


as-Siddiq, the truthful one of the Ummah. 
Abt Bakr as-Siddiq (#<éi5) was singled out among 


all of the Companions due to his companionship 


(as mentioned) in the Qur’an, 


(Ca al 8) SEY ope) O45 YL >} 
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“And he (,<5.c4ij\) said to his Companion 
(Abu Bakr): “Be not sad (or afraid), surely 
Allah is with us.” [Sarah at-Tawbah 9:40] 


There is not a single Companion singled out for 
their companionship as mentioned in the Qur’an 
except Abu Bakr (2d) the truthful one of the 
‘Ummah. He is the first of the men to accept Islam. 
He was truthful; so whatever was related to him of 
the Prophet (Acsaecaijie), he believed in it even 
when the Prophet came to the Polytheists and 
informed them that he made a night journey to the 
“house of al-Maqdas” and then ascended to 
heaven and rode on the al-Burag. They heard this 
news, yet they weren't able to believe in it. So they 


went to Abu Bakr (zd) who said, 
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“Tf he said that then it is the truth.” 


He is the most truthful one of the Ummah (<atig5); 
not a single person will reach his standing in 


truthfulness. Allah (:3t35%\2:2.) says, 


“And those who believe in (the Oneness of) 
Allah and His Messengers, they are 
the Siddiqun.” [Surah al-Hadtd 57:19] 


The first to fall under this honor and surname is 
Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (<éii) and no one has 


reached his status in this area. 


4 Collected by al-Hakim (3/65); and Aba Na’im in the book 
ma’rifah as-Sahabah (1/82); and al-Bayhaqi in Dalaail an-Nubuwah 
(2/361) from the Hadith of ‘Aishah. Al-Hakim declared it to be 
Sahih and adh-Dhahabi agreed. Shaykh al-Albani also declared it 
to be Sahih in his book as-Sahithah (306). 
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Take a look at this profound quality. On one 
occasion, the Prophet (45.62) was talking to his 
Companions and Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were not 


present. Abu Hurayrah (zd) said, 
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“Once Allah's Messenger (Acakaiji-); 
offered the morning prayer and then faced 
the people and said, “While a man was 
driving a cow, he suddenly rode over to it 
and beat it. The cow said, “We have not been 
created for this, but we have been created 
for sloughing.” On that, the people said 
astonishingly, “Glorified be Allah! A cow 
speaks!” The Prophet (Acscaijiz) said, “I 
believe this, and Abu Bakr and “Umar 
believe it too, although neither of them was 
present there. While a person was amongst 
his sheep, a wolf attacked and took one of 
the sheep. The man chased the wolf till he 
saved it from the wolf. After that the wolf 
said, 'You have saved it from me; but who 
will guard it on the day of the wild beasts 
when there will be no shepherd to guard 
them except me (because of riots and 


afflictions)? “ The people said surprisingly, 
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“Glorified be Allah! A wolf speaks!” The 
Prophet (<5.:&4i{~) said, “But I believe this, 
and Abu Bakr and “Umar too.”15 


Look at Abi as-Siddiq and his ‘Iman and look at 
the complete guidance of the Companions 
(Fadil). If we were to start discussing the virtues 
of Abu Bakr and Umar (®<&i%) specifically 
through the Qur’an and Sunnah of the Prophet 
(Acsacetij~) one lecture or several lectures would 
not suffice. Neither would a single lesson or 
several suffice due to the abundant virtues and 


special qualities that have to do with these two 


Companions (®<aii5). 


” 


Based upon this, we should devote ourselves to 
Allah (jg) and ask Him by His Most Beautiful 
Names and Lofty Attributes—that He is Allah 


Collected by al-Bukhari (#3471). 
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Who there is no deity worthy of worship except for 
He —that He doesn’t make hatred in our hearts for 
any of the Companions of the Prophet (Acsacczij\z) 
nor any of the Believers; and that may He forgive 


us and our brothers who preceded us in ‘Iman. 


We ask Allah (Sé¢) by His Most Beautiful Names 
and Lofty Attributes that He gather us on the Day 
of Resurrection in the company of his noble 


Prophet and Companions. 


We ask Allah (Sé)¢) that He gather us on the Day 
of Resurrection in the company of Abt Bakr, 
‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Ali, and the wives of our Prophet 
(Acsacietii~) — May Allah be pleased with them; and 
that He gather us on the Day of Resurrection in the 


company of all of the Companions—those who 


have high status and stations. 
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ADVICE: GIVING CONCERN TO 
STUDYING THE BIOGRAPHIES OF 
THE COMPANIONS (2245) 


It is befitting for us—O brothers in Islam —to give 
great concern towards studying the circumstances 
of the Companions and their special qualities, as 
well as virtues. Starting with what is mentioned in 
the Noble Qur’an, then what is mentioned in the 


Sunnah of the Noble Prophet (Aa;%aiaxe). 


Then, also, what is mentioned from the blessed 
statements and tremendous transmissions that the 
Imams of Islam and the scholars of the religion 
authored in the books of Hadith, similarly to what 
is mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, 
the four books of Sunan, and the books of Musnad; 
in addition to those specific books which 


exclusively mention the virtues of the Companions 
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so that we can take benefit from these readings in 


many ways. From them are: 


1st Benefit: That when you read about the 
Companions and their reports, biographies, 
and Hadith indeed you will increase in love, 
praise, making Du’a for them (#245), seeking 
forgiveness for them, and mentioning them in 


a good way — this will suffice as a benefit. 


2:d Benefit: That you be devoted when reading 
their biographies in order to model yourself 
after them. Every time you model yourself after 
the Companions, you become closer to good; 
and every time you increase in modeling 
yourself after the Companions and their path 
and methodology —clinging to their way, you 
will become among the closest of people that 


are upon good; because Allah (js) says, 
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“You are the best of peoples ever raised up for 
mankind You [true believers in Islamic 
Monotheism, and real followers of Prophet 
Muhammad (4<5.:2ij\~) and his Sunnah (legal 
ways, etc.)] are the best of peoples ever raised 


up for mankind” [Sirah 'Alt ‘Imran 3:110] 


And the Prophet (Acsacecij\~) said, 
sis ltl Fs 


“The best of mankind is my generation.” 


These individuals were attested to by Allah and 
His Messenger (A<sa:icxij~) as to their excellence 


and every time you increase in modeling 


16Collected by al-Bukhari (#2652, 3651, 6429); Muslim (#2533) 
from the Hadith of Ibn Mas’tid (&<divss). 
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yourself after them you will come closer to 


being upon good. 


3'4 Benefit: That you become more distant from 
disparaging them (i.e. the Companions), 
reviling them or similar to that. You have been 
ordered to seek forgiveness for them, commend 
them, laud them and show honor and respect 
towards the Companions of the Prophet 
(Acsacletii). Hence, reading their biographies 
will increase you in having love for them, 
praising them and extolling them, as well as 
making Du’a that Allah be pleased with them. 
It also keeps one distant from speaking ill of 


them unjustly. 
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THE CORRECT STANCE OF THE 
MUSLIM TOWARDS WHAT 
HAPPENED AMONG THE 
COMPANIONS (#2455) 


Here is the last matter which is related to what 
occurred among the Companions: differing. So 
what are we obliged to do on this occasion 


concerning what happened among them (#2). 


We will highlight on this (topic) a statement of one 
of the Salaf when he was asked about this matter. 


He said, 


ra 
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“Allah cleansed our swords of this fitnah; so 


we should purify our tongues of it.”17 


Another one of the Salaf was asked also about a 
similar matter and he recited the statement of 


Allah (S022), 
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“That was a nation who has passed away. 
They shall receive the reward of what they 
earned and you of what you earn. And you 
will not be asked of what they used to do.” 
[Sirah al-Bagarah 2:134| 


Reported from ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul Aziz (445); look in the book 
Hilyah al-Awliya (9/114) and in the book al-Mujalisah (#1965) with 
the wording, “Allah cleansed my hands of this blood so why 
should I tinge my tongue concerning it?!” 
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So let’s presume that one of the Companions made 
a mistake — will Allah (<) hold you accountable 
on the day of Resurrection for that mistake? Allah 
(SAA) says, 


4 @ bE WE KG 35 Gy 
“And you will not be asked of what they 
used to do.” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:134] 


So why would you involve yourself with that 
which happened among the Companions when 
you are not a reckoner or observer over them. 


Allah says, 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


“That was a nation who has passed away. 
They shall receive the reward of what they 
earned and you of what you earn. And you 
will not be asked of what they used to do.” 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:134] 


Another matter which is of the utmost importance. 
This mistake which presume came about from 


some the Companions; so we have 


to judge this matter according to what Islam says. 


The Prophet (AZ,aide) said, 
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“When a judge gives a ruling, having tried 
his best to decide correctly, and is right (in 
his decision), he will have a double reward; 


and when he gives a ruling having tried his 
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best to decide correctly, and is wrong (in his 


decision), he will have a single reward. “18 


So based upon this, matters which have been 
reported by the Companions related to differing or 


mistakes are of two circumstances: 


«* Either itis a lie against them, and this is most 


of what has been reported /relayed. 


Ae 


-¢ Or either it is correct and affirmed; and 
whatever has been authenticated from them 
concerning that (matter) then they (ie., 
Companions) are Mujtahidtn in the matter. 
So, either one of them is a Mujtahid who is 
correct and he receives two rewards, or 


either he is a Mujtahid who erred and he 


8Collected by al-Bukhari (#7352) and Muslim (#1716) from the 
Hadith of Umar bin al-'As (x23). 
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receives one reward and his mistake/sin is 


forgiven. 


Hence, it is inappropriate for one at this point to 
plunge into something that occurred among the 
Companions unless one wanted to protect and 
defend their honor; clarifying their status, worth, 


and their affair (#<diiz5). 


I will be concluding this treatise with this 


supplication. I say, 


“O Allah! Send Salah upon Muhammad and the 
family of Muhammad just as You sent Salah upon 
‘Ibrahim and the family of ‘Ibrahim; indeed, You 
are All-Praiseworthy and Exalted. O Allah! Bless 
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad just as 
You have blessed Ibrahim and the family of 
' Ibrahim, indeed You Are All-Praiseworthy and 
Exalted.” 
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“O Allah! Be pleased with the rightly-guided 


successors and Imams, Abu Bakr as-Siddiq, ‘Umar 
al-Fartq, ‘Uthman Dhul-Nurayn, and Ali ibn Aba 


Talib. O Allah! Be pleased with the remaining ten 
Companions who were given glad tidings of 
Paradise. O Allah! Be pleased with the wives of 
your Prophet (454464i{(~). O Allah! Be pleased with 
the Companions of your Prophet who were 
present at Badr and at the pledge of Ridwan. O 
Allah! Be pleased with all of the Companions of 
your Prophet and those who followed them in 


best. 


O Our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who have 
preceded us in “Iman, and please don’t make 
within our hearts ance for those who have 
believed. O Our Lord! Indeed, you are Most 


Benevolent, Most Merciful. 
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O Allah! We ask you to free us and we seek refuge | 
with you, O Possessor of Majesty and Honor, from 
the path of those who revile anyone of the 
Companions of the Prophet (Acsacaiiie). O Allah! 
We ask you to free us from those individuals and 
we seek refuge with You, O Possessor of Majesty 


and Honor, from their way.” 


“We ask You, O Possessor of Majesty and Honor, 
to fill our hearts with love for all of the 
Companions of Your Prophet and that You gather 
us in their company on the Day of Resurrection, O 


Possessor of Majesty and Honor.” 


“O Allah! Forgive us all. O Allah! Grant us Tawfigq 
in what You love and are pleased with and aid us 


upon righteous and piety.” 


“O Allah! We ask you for what necessitates your 


mercy and forgiveness, the spoils of every good 
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deed, safety from every sin, success to enter 


Paradise and safety from entering Hell.” 


“O Allah! Rectify for us our religion which is a 
defense for our affairs. Rectify for us our worldly 
life which we live in. Rectify for us our Hereafter 
which is our final abode. Make our life as an 
increase for everything that is good and make our 


death an ease for us from every evil.” 


“O Allah! Rectify matters among us and join our 
hearts. Guide us to the paths to peace. Take us out 
of the darkness and into the light. Bless us in our 


hearing, sight, and strength as long as You give us 


life.” 


“O Allah! Gather us upon obedience to You, O 
Possessor of Majesty and Honor, and gather us 
upon whatever brings us close to You and causes 


our scales to be heavy, O the Ever Living, the One 


OUR OBLIGATION CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS 


Who sustains and protects all that exists! O 


[77 


Possessor of Majesty and Honor 


“O Allah! Make us among those who hear the 
Statement and follow it in the best manner. These 
individuals whom Allah has guided, they are the 


people of intellect.” 


Our last call is that all Praise belongs to Allah, the 
Lord of all that exists. May Allah raise his rank and 
bless his mention; May Allah bestow blessings 
upon His servant and Messenger, our Prophet 


Muhammad, his family and all of his Companions. 


